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Measuring vocational education. — The field of educational measurements 
has been fairly flooded with tests of all kinds. The interest has been great. 
The testing technique has become highly developed. Too often, the analysis 
of the characteristics to be tested has been neglected because of the interest 
in the proper technical procedure of test-building and the development of the 
necessary standards. Again, we are told that variations in the results of ele- 
ments tested are similar. As a consequence, we have many tests which 
undoubtedly test something, but what that something is and how it will aid 
educationally in the classifying of the individual are in no way determined. 

Probably, because of its complexity, the field of trade or vocational educa- 
tion has been less prolific in the production of tests than many of the others. 
The evaluations so far have been largely subjective. How valuable trade 
tests may become, how they may be used to advantage in school work, what 
the strong and the weak points in the existing schemes of trade tests are, and 
the need for real investigation along trade-test lines are clearly brought out 
in a book by Mr. Toops. 1 

The trade school cannot evaluate its product in terms intelligible to the 
employer because it has no unit to serve as a basis. The requirements of the 
job must be known as well as the ability of the pupil before the evaluation can 
be made successfully. Tests are necessary for this purpose. Schools have 
tried to test their product in this way but not very successfully. The army 
has been somewhat more successful in its attempts. Mr. Toops classifies 
trade tests into "tests of proficiency or success in trade" and "tests in trade 
capacity, potentiality, or promise." He illustrates four kinds of tests of pro- 
ficiency: the recall one-word answer, recognition or multiple choice, true-false, 
and picture. He then shows how they may be and have been built up, giving 
a critical evaluation of their reliability on the basis of various correlations, and 
pointing out how they may be adapted to the work of the trade school. In the 
testing for trade capacity it is necessary to analyze both the individual and the 
job. An illustration of a plan of job-analysis is given, but the more difficult 
problem, testing the possible success of the individual if placed in a particular 
job, is still to be solved. What is the test or series of tests that will do it ? 
The answer is not yet at hand. 

A critical analysis of a scheme employed in a trade school, by means of 
intercorrelations, indicates that the tests have promise but that the results are 
not positive enough to predict with much success. 

The book should interest and stimulate those engaged in vocational test- 
ing. Much of the illustrative material used is excellent. 

Ernst E. Wellemeyer 

'Herbert Anderson Toops, Trade Tests in Education. "Teachers College 
Contributions to Education," No. 115. New York: Teachers College, Columbia 
University, 1921. Pp. vi+118. 



